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PORTABLE PROPANE HEATER 
FOR RECREATIONAL, 
COMMERCIAL AND 
EMERGENCY INDOOR USE

FOR US SALE EXCEPT 
MASSACHUSETTS

If the information in this manual is not followed exactly, a fire or explosion 
may result causing property damage, personal injury or loss of life.

WARNING:

— Donotstoreorusegasolineorotherflammablevaporsandliquidsinthevicinityofthisorany
otherappliance.

— AnLPcylindernotconnectedforuseshallnotbestoredinthevicinityofthisoranyother
appliance.

—WHATTODOIFYOUSMELLGAS
 • Donottrytolightappliance.
 • Extinguishanyopenflame.
 • Shutoffgastoappliance.
— Servicemustbeperformedbyaqualifiedserviceagency.

Thisisanunventedgas-firedportableheater.Itusesair(oxygen)fromtheareainwhichitisused.
Adequatecombustionandventilationairmustbeprovided.Refertopage3.

PORTABLE RADIANT 
BUDDY HEATER

READ INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY:Readandfollowallinstructions.Placeinstructionsinasafe
placeforfuturereference.Donotallowanyonewhohasnotreadtheseinstructionstoassemble,
light,adjustoroperatetheheater.

MH4B

OPERATINGINSTRUCTIONSANDOWNER’SMANUAL
Model#

Use only Mr. Heater branded accessories 
(See page 8 for WARNING information)

https://www.toolsid.com/mr-heater/
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SPECIFICATIONS
MODELNO....................................................... MH4B

GASTYPE......................................................PROPANE

INPUTBTU/HR....................................................3,800

CLEARANCETOCOMBUSTIBLES

TOP....................................................................... 30”

FRONT....................................................................24”

SIDES...................................................................... 6”

REAR....................................................................... 0”

CAUTION:

•When operating the heater at altitudes over 7,000 FT
above sea level the heater may shut off. (Pleasereadthe
GENERALINFORMATION).

CONTENTS
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WARNING:
 Everytimetankisconnectedtounit,connectionmust

becheckedforleaksinoneormoreways:Applysoapy
watertoconnection,lookforbubbles,listenforhissof
escapinggas,feelforextremecold,smellforrottenegg
odor.Donotuseifleaking!

WARNING:
 Anychangestothisheateroritscontrolscanbe

dangerous.

WARNING:
 Earlysignsofcarbonmonoxidepoisoningresemblethe

flu,withheadache,dizzinessand/ornausea.Ifyouhave
thesesigns,heatermaynotbeworkingproperly.Get
freshairatonce!Haveheaterserviced.

WARNING:
 Iftherecreationalorcommercialenclosuredoesnot

haveawindoworroofvent,DONOTUSETHISHEATER
INSIDE.

THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA REQUIRES THE 
FOLLOWING WARNING:

WARNING:
Combustionby-productsproducedwhenusingthisproduct
containcarbonmonoxide,achemicalknowntotheState
ofCaliforniatocausecancerandbirthdefects(orother
reproductiveharm).

WARNING:
 Everytimehoseortankisconnectedtounit,connection

mustbecheckedforleaksinoneormoreways:Apply
soapywatertoconnection,lookforbubbles,listenfor
hissofescapinggas,feelforextremecold,smellfor
rotteneggodor.Donotuseifleaking!

THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA REQUIRES THE FOLLOWING WARNINGS:

WARNING: Combustionby-productsproducedwhenusingthisproductcontaincarbonmonoxide,achemical
knowntotheStateofCaliforniatocausecancerandbirthdefects(orotherreproductiveharm).

WARNING:
 Earlysignsofcarbonmonoxidepoisoningresemblethe

flu,withheadache,dizzinessand/ornausea.Ifyouhave
thesesigns,heatermaynotbeworkingproperly.Get
freshairatonce!Haveheaterserviced.

WARNING: ThisproductcontainschemicalsknowntotheStateofCaliforniatocausecancerandbirthdefects
orotherreproductiveharm.

WARNING:
 Anychangestothisheateroritscontrolscanbe

dangerous.

WARNING:
 Iftherecreationalorcommercialenclosuredoesnot

haveawindoworroofvent,DONOTUSETHISHEATER
INSIDE.

NOTICE: Notforuseina“dwellinghome”inCalifornia.
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GENERAL INFORMATION:
• Thisheaterissafeforindooruseinsmallrecreational

enclosures,havingmeansforprovidingcombustionair
andventilation,suchasenclosedporches,cabins,fishing
huts,trailers,tenttrailers,tents,truckcapsandvans.
Itmaybeusedforemergencyindoorheatingwhen
connectedtoadisposable1lb.propanecylinderand
forindooruseincommercialenclosures,havingmeans
forprovidingcombustionairandventilation,suchas
constructiontrailersortemporaryworkenclosures.

Note:Theheatercanbeusedoutdoors,butmay
experiencenuisanceshutoffsduetocertainwind
conditions.

• Whentheheateriscoldoratroomtemperature,it
willtakeafewminutesfortheburnertiletoturn
brightorange.Thisisnormalandtheheaterisworking
properly.Ifburnertileisvisiblyflaming,turnheateroff
andcallaqualifiedservicetechnician.

• Whentheunitislit,thereshouldbeaboutaquarter
inch(1/4”)borderaroundthetilethatwillnotturn
brightorange.Thisisnormal.

• Whenoperatingtheheaterforthefirsttime,thetop
areaofthereflectormaydiscolor.Thisisalsonormal
andisnoreasonforconcern.

• When operating the heater at altitudes over 7,000
FT. above sea level, the unit may not burn as bright
as in lower altitudes. This is normal. At higher
altitudes, the heater may shut-off. If this happens,
provide fresh air, wait 5 minutes and re-light. Due to
local atmospheric conditions heater may not re-light.

• Operatingtimewillbeapproximately5hoursona
one1lb.cylinder.DuetothepropertiesofLPgas,
runtimescanbesignificantlyreducedwhenoperating
continuouslyattemperaturesbelow20ºF.

• Thisheaterisequippedwithatip-oversafetyswitch.
Nuisanceshut-downsmaybeexperiencediftheunit
isbumpedormoved.ifthisoccurssimplyrelightthe
heater.

• Duetonaturaloperationofsmalltanks,condensation
maybuildupontankanddriponsurfaceunderheater.
Sometimesthiscondensationmayfreezeduetothe
extremecoldcausedwhenpropanevaporizes.Thisis
normalandnoreasonforalarm.

• Donotusenon-approvedattachmentsonthisheater.

• Duetohightemperatures,theapplianceshouldbe
locatedoutoftrafficandawayfromcombustible

 materials.

• Childrenandadultsshouldbealertedtothehazardof
highsurfacetemperaturesandshouldstayawaytoavoid
burnsorclothingignition.

• Youngchildrenshouldbecarefullysupervisedwhenthey
areneartheappliance.

• Donotplaceclothingorotherflammablematerialonor
neartheappliance.

• Donotoperateheaterinanymovingvehicle.

• Thisheatercanonlybeusedinarecreationalor
 commercialenclosurewithawindoworroofvent.It

mayalsobeusedoutdoors.

• Thisheaterrequiresaventareaof4squareinches
 (example2”x2”opening)minimumforadequateven-

tilationduringoperation.Donotuseotherfuelburning
appliancesinside.

• GASPRESSUREATHEATERISREGULATEDANDFIXED
AT11”W.C.

• REGULATORINHEATERMUSTALWAYSBEINPLACE
DURINGOPERATION.

• Anysafetyscreenorguardremovedforservicingtheap-
pliancemustbereplacedpriortooperatingtheheater.

• Theapplianceshouldbeinspectedbeforeeachuse.
Frequentcleaningmayberequired.Thecontrol

 compartments,burnerandcirculatingairpassageways
oftheappliancemustbekeptclean,

 seeMAINTENANCE.

• DONOTusethisheaterifanyparthasbeenunder
water.Immediatelycallaqualifiedservicetechnicianto
inspecttheheaterandtoreplaceanypartofthecontrol
systemandanygascontrol,whichhasbeenunderwa-
ter.

• Whenusedwithoutadequatecombustionand
 ventilationair,thisheatermaygiveoffexcessive
 CARBONMONOXIDE,anodorless,poisonousgas.

• Somepeople-pregnantwomen,personswithheart
orlungdisease,anemia,thoseundertheinfluenceof
alcohol,thoseathighaltitudes-aremoreaffectedby
carbonmonoxidethanothers.

• Whenheaterisplacedontheground,makesure
thegroundislevelandkeepanyobjectsatleast24
inchesfromthefrontoftheheater.THISHEATERIS
EQUIPPEDWITHATIPOVERSWITCHTHATWILLSHUT
THEHEATEROFFIFTHEHEATERTIPSOVERHOWEVER,
DONOTLEAVEHEATERUNATTENDEDORWHERE
CHILDRENMAYCAUSETHEHEATERTOTIPOVER.
NEVEROPERATETHEHEATERWHILESLEEPING!

GENERAL SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS 
THIS IS A HEATING APPLIANCE. DO NOT OPERATE 
THIS APPLIANCE WITHOUT THE FRONT WIRE GUARD 
INSTALLED. DO NOT ATTEMPT TO WARM OR COOK 
FOOD ON THIS HEATER.
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Ablueflamethatrollsoutatthetopoftheceramictile
indicatesanaccumulationofdust,lintorspiderwebs
insidethehousingassemblyandmainburnerassembly.If
thepilotisyellowortheburnerhasanoticeableflame,
cleaningmayberequired.Usethefollowingprocedureto
inspectthecasingassemblyandmainburnerassembly.It
isnecessarytoperiodicallychecktheburnerorificeand
burnerventuritomakesurethattheyareclearofthings
suchasinsectnestsandspiderwebsthatmayaccumulate
overtime.Acloggedtubecanleadtoafire.

CLEANINGINSTRUCTIONS:
1. Allowheatertothoroughlycoolbeforeperforming

anymaintenance.
2. Removedisposable1lb.propanecylinderfrom

heater.
3. Removerightsideplasticservicepanel(ref.5)by

removingthesixscrewsholdingitinplace.
4. Inspecttheinteriorofcasingforaccumulationof

dust,lintorspiderwebs.Ifnecessary,cleanthe
interiorofthecasingassemblywithavacuumcleaner
orcompressedair(max30psi).Donotdamageany
componentswithinthecasingassemblywhenyou
arecleaning.

5. Inspectandcleanmainburner(ref.13)andorifice
(ref.3)byusingavacuumorcompressedair(max30
psi).

6. Inspectandcleanpilottube(ref.14).Inserta
doubledoverpipecleanerintothepilottubeuntil
itbottomsagainstthepilotorifice(approximately
2”).Rotatethepipecleaneracoupleoftimes
andremove.Blowouttheremainingdebrisusing
compressedair.

 WARNING:Neveruseneedles,wiresorsimilarcylindrical
objectstocleanthepilottoavoiddamagingthe
calibratedrubythatcontrolsthegasflowthroughthe
pilotorifice.

7. Applycompressedair(max30psi)intotheceramic
tileofburnerassemblyandventuritube(ref.13)to
removedust,lintandspiderwebs.

8. Reinstalltherightsideplasticservicepanel.

LIGHTING / OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS 

WARNING: Alwaysinspectpropanecylinderandheater
propaneconnectionsfordamage,dirt,anddebrisbefore
attachingpropanecylinder.Donotuseifheadofcylinderis
damaged,puncturedordeteriorated.

ALWAYSATTACHORDETACHCYLINDEROUTDOORS
AWAYFROMFLAMES,OTHERIGNITIONSOURCES,AND
ONLYWHENHEATERISCOOLTOTOUCH.NEVERSMOKE
WHENATTACHINGORREMOVINGPROPANECYLINDEROR
MAKINGREMOTECONNECTIONS!

• UseonlyLP-gascylindersmarkedinaccordancewiththe
U.S.Dept.ofTransportation(DOT).

• Useonly16.4oz.(1lb.)disposablecylindersthatmate
withNo.600valveconnection.

• Heaterandattachedcylindermustbeinanupright
positionduringoperation.

• Screw1lb.disposableLP-gassupplycylinderclockwise
(frombottom)intoportableheateruntilhand-tightand
fitcylinderintostand.Donotusethreadsealantonthis
connection.

• Checkcylinderconnectionforleakswithsoapywater
atthethreadedconnectionunderthedomedplastic
coverwherethecylinderscrewsintotheregulator.SEE
WARNING!ONPLASTICCOVER.

• Depress“ON”buttontolightpilotflame(repeatuntil
pilotlights)andcontinuetoholdfor30-60seconds.

• Afterlightingpilot,release“ON”buttontolightheater.
• Toshutoffheater,pressthe“OFF”button.
• CAUTION: Afterturningheateroff,wireguardwill

remainhot.Allowtothoroughlycoolbeforestoring.

• Donotoperate,storeorremovecylindernear
flammableitemsorignitionsources.

• LP-GASCYLINDERSMUSTBEDISCONNECTEDFROM
HEATERWHENNOTINUSE!

MAINTENANCE:
Alwayskeeptheheaterareaclearandfreefrom
combustiblematerials,gasolineandotherflammable
vaporsandliquids.

Keeptheventareas(slotsinthebottomandtopofthe
heater)clearatalltimes.

Visuallyinspectthepilotflameandburnerperiodically
duringuse.Thepilotflameshouldbeblueincolor(not
yellow)andwillextendtothethermocouple.Theflamewill
surroundthethermocouplejustbelowthetip,seeFigure2.

Aslightyellowflamemayoccurwherethepilotflame
andmainburnerflamemeet.Theburnershouldbebright
orange(withaslightbluecoloraroundtheborder,ared-
orangehazethatisvisibleontheceramictileisacceptable)
andwithoutanoticeableflame.

Pilot Flame

Oxygen Depletion Sensor

Figure 2
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TROUBLESHOOTING INFORMATION: 

If Spark electrode does not produce spark.
CHECK

• Sparkelectrodebroken–replace.

• Igniterwiremaynotbeattachedtospark
electrode.--attach

• Igniterwiredamaged–replace.

• Piezoigniterdefective–replacegasvalve
assembly.

If Spark electrode produces spark but pilot does not light.
CHECK

• Nogastoheater–re-installorreplacegas
cylinder.

• Pilotisblockedfromspiderwebordirt–clean
pilot,seeMAINTENANCE.

If Pilot flame does not stay lit when button is released.
CHECK

• “Pilot/Ignition”buttonnotheldlongenough
topurgeairfromline.

• Pilotflamenotsurroundingthermocouple–
cleanpilot,seeMAINTENANCE.

• PilotAssemblydefective–replace.

• Tipswitchwiresdisconnected–connect
tipswitch(checkoffswitchandoffswitch
wiring).

If Main burner does not ignite.
CHECK

• Mainburnerorificeisblocked–cleanburner,
seeMAINTENANCE.

If Heater keeps shutting “OFF” during normal operation.
CHECK

• Pilotisblocked–cleanpilot,see
MAINTENANCE.

• Provideminimumfreshairopeningof4square
inches(example2”x2”opening).

• Tipoverswitchactivatedfrombumpingheater.
Re-light

—INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK —
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Mr. Heater MH4B
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PARTS LIST:
SEE BACK PAGE FOR PARTS ORDERING INFORMATION

ITEM PART 
NO. NUMBER DESCRIPTION

1 15161 Regulator/ValveAssembly 1

2 15151 Orifice 1

3 15163 OffButtonWire 1

4 15126 LeftHousing 1

5 15128 RightServiceHousing 1

6 15122 OnButton 1

7 15123 OffButton 1

8 15165 OffButtonSpring 1

9 15124 TankBase 1

10 15157 ReflectorPanel 1

11 15158 ReflectorRing 1

12 15162 WireGuard 1

13 15138 BurnerAssembly 1

14 15155 ODS/PilotAssembly 1

15 15153 BurnerBracket 1

16 15145 OffSwitch 1

17 73403 TipoverSwitch 1

18 15148 PilotFuelLine 1

19 15154 HeatShield 1
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CSA4.98
U.S.

READ INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY:Readandfollowallinstructions.Placeinstructionsinasafe
placeforfuturereference.Donotallowanyonewhohasnotreadtheseinstructionstoassemble,
light,adjustoroperatetheheater.

MH4B

Model#PORTABLE RADIANT 
BUDDY HEATER

WARNING:
USEONLYMANUFACTURER’SREPLACEMENTPARTS.USEOFANYOTHERPARTSCOULDCAUSEINJURYORDEATH.
REPLACEMENTPARTSAREONLYAVAILABLEDIRECTFROMTHEFACTORYANDMUSTBEINSTALLEDBYAQUALIFIED
SERVICEAGENCY.

WARNING:
THISPRODUCTISAHEATER.ITISCERTIFIEDTOCSAINTERNATIONALREQUIREMENTSECTION4.98,“GASFIRED
PORTABLEHEATERSFORRECREATIONALORCOMMERCIALUSE.”THISPRODUCTISNEVERTOBEUSEDFOR
THECOOKINGORWARMINGOFFOODSASDOINGSOCANINTERFEREWITHTHESAFETYSYSTEMSOFTHE
HEATER,WHICHMAYRESULTINAFIRE,EXPLOSION,THEPRODUCTIONOFDEADLYCARBONMONOXIDE,AND
PERSONALINJURYORDEATHTOYOUOROTHERS.NEVERUSEHAND-MADEORTHIRDPARTYACCESSORIESOR
ATTACHMENTSWITHTHISHEATER;THISISEXTREMELYDANGEROUSANDMAYRESULTINPERSONALINJURYOR
DEATHTOYOUOROTHERS.
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If you’re looking for quality hvac & refrigeration, visit our website.

https://www.toolsid.com/hvac-refrigeration.html



