
BLACKHAWK!® SERPA® Instruction Guide
Levels 2 & 3 and Light Bearing Duty Holsters

https://www.recreationid.com/blackhawk/


Congratulations! You have just purchased the most advanced synthetic retention duty holster on the market. 
Here are some of its many unique features:

® Auto Lock™ technology combines immediate access with unparalleled retention
™ position reinforces full master grip by allowing you to draw the weapon normally with 

the index finger sliding from holster body to weapon frame in one single movement

nylon for low maintenance and high performance in all environments 

styles available as separate accessories.

WARNING!:  
important information about the proper assembly, fit, care and use of the 
SERPA®  or follow these instructions may result in serious injury or death. Store 
this manual in a safe place and review it periodically. 
When using this holster, always follow these precautions:

forth below
® release with your finger straight and off the trigger until ready to shoot
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   than the one specified may greatly increase the likelihood of an accidental discharge or defeat 
   retention characteristics.  

     affect the safe performance of your firearm with the holster

     do so and the gun is designed to be carried this way 

     can affect the safe performance of your holster and will void your warranty.  

    retention holsters.
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1. PARTS AND NOMENCLATURE
Before using your SERPA®

LEVEL 2 SERPA®
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Jacket Slot 
Belt Loop

Belt Loop Mounting
Screws (one hidden
from view)

Passive Retention
Screw

SERPA® Auto Lock™
Finger Tray



LEVEL 3 SERPA®

6

Jacket Slot 
Belt Loop

Pivot Guard
Thumb Release

Belt Loop Mounting
Screws (one hidden
from view)

Passive Retention
Screw

Pivot Guard

SERPA® Auto Lock™
Finger Tray



LEVEL 3 LIGHT
BEARING SERPA®
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Jacket Slot 
Belt Loop

Pivot Guard
Thumb Release

Belt Loop Mounting
Screws (one hidden
from view)

Passive Retention
Screw

SERPA® Auto Lock™

Pivot Guard

Finger Tray



2. FIT AND ADJUSTMENT INSTRUCTIONS

WARNING!: Do not attempt to place a loaded firearm into your SERPA® holster without carefully 

2.1 Proper Firearm and Holster Pairing

holster designed to fit your firearm. This holster is only compatible with the firearms listed on the back of the 

WARNING!: Do not use this holster with an incompatible, improperly maintained or abused firearm.

2.2 Level 1 “Passive Retention” Adjustment
The first level of retention on your SERPA®

loosening the passive retention screw as follows:
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1. Loosen the passive retention screw until you can see a slight gap between the bottom of the screw and the 
surface of the holster body. 
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Passive Retention
Screw



    NOTE: 
    SERPA® rail adapter spring. If this occurs, simply place the spring back into position as depicted below 
    and tighten the passive retention screw until there is a slight gap between the bottom of the screw and the 
    surface of the holster body. 

Proper placement of rail 
spring inside holster with 
passive retention screw
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2. ® Auto Lock™

WARNING!: If your holster interferes with any of these parts of the firearm, DO NOT USE. Interferences 

or alter any portion of the holster in any way or add any lubricants or chemicals to make your firearm fit. 
Contact BLACKHAWK!® for a replacement.

3. Depress the SERPA®

little or no resistance at this point when attempting to remove the firearm. If your firearm does not come out 
of the holster easily, contact BLACKHAWK!® for a replacement.

4.
®

achieved. The passive retention screw should be just tight enough so that the firearm does not fall out of
the holster when turned upside down with the SERPA finger tray depressed. 

NOTE: Tightening the passive retention screw too much can inhibit your draw or wear the finish off the 
trigger guard on your firearm.
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2.3 Level 2 SERPA® Auto Lock™ Test
After properly adjusting the level 1 passive retention, test the SERPA® Auto Lock™ several times for proper 
functioning. Confirm the following:
1. When holstering, the SERPA® Auto Lock™

2. When seated inside the holster, the firearm should not rattle or move excessively. 

3. When your firearm is properly seated in the holster and constant upward force is applied to the firearm, you 
    should not be able to activate the SERPA®

4. When the SERPA® finger tray is pressed, the SERPA Auto Lock™ should not interfere with any part of the 
    firearm as it is removed from the holster.  

2.4 Level 3 Pivot Guard Test (for Level 3 Duty and Light Bearing Holsters only)
1. With your firearm properly seated in the holster, press and hold the Pivot Guard thumb release with your 
    firing hand thumb.
 
2. While holding the Pivot Guard thumb release down, roll your index and middle fingers over the top of the 
    Pivot Guard and pull it to the rear over the slide of the firearm.
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3. Release the Pivot Guard thumb release while holding the Pivot Guard closed. The Pivot Guard should stay 
in place.

4. Press the Pivot Guard thumb release again to release the Pivot Guard. The Pivot Guard should immediately 
spring away from the firearm and not interfere with the firearm as it is being drawn from the holster.

5. Repeat this process several times to ensure proper functioning.

2.5 Aftermarket Firearm Accessories/Modifications

WARNING!: Never use your SERPA® holster with a firearm that has been modified with a trigger shoe, 

incompatible, modified or improperly installed accessories can cause an unintended discharge or damage 
to your firearm.  

any retention devices or the safe holstering or drawing from your holster.

® cannot possibly design or test its holsters for compatibility with all possible aftermarket firearm 
accessories, user assumes all risk and liability associated with use of firearm with any aftermarket accessories.
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3. MOUNTING INSTRUCTIONS

3.1 Mounting Platforms Options
Your SERPA® Duty Holster is shipped mounted to a jacket slot belt loop or tactical platform, but can be 
mounted to a variety of different platforms to meet your specific mission requirements.

    NOTE: Never use concealment belt mounts on duty holsters as they are not designed for the rigors of 
    duty use.

3.2 Mounting Your SERPA® Holster to a Duty Platform 
When mounting your SERPA holster to the desired duty platform: 

® holster adjusts for cant on most mounting platforms to allow for individual preferences or 

DO NOT 
OVERTIGHTEN.
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    NOTE: Do not tighten mounting screws with a power tool or otherwise apply excessive force. Doing so can 
    damage your holster.

WARNING!:
® for replacement mounting screws.

®

allows you to adjust the amount of angle and distance away from your body.

NOTE: Do not use longer spacer kit mounting screws without the spacer. Doing so can damage your holster. 

3.3 Mounting Your Jacket Slot Belt Loop to a Duty Belt 
®

belt, follow these steps:
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Spacer Kit Mounting Screw
(Shown actual size)

Standard Mounting Screw
(Shown actual size)



1. Remove belt loop mounting screws completely.

2. Spread the two straps of the belt loop open and slide over the duty belt at the desired location.

3. Push all the way down until the top of the duty belt is seated firmly against the inside radius of the loop.

4.

5. Push and pull on the holster to make sure it does not move on the duty belt.

WARNING!: 
the safe holstering and drawing of your firearm and functioning of your holster.

3.4 Mounting Your Tactical Holster Platform to a Belt
®

use. To mount your tactical holster platform to a belt, follow these steps:

1. ® belt keepers. Spread the two straps apart along your waist to help 
with stability.
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2. 
straps. 

3. 
quick holster mounting and dismounting. 

WARNING!
the safe holstering and drawing of your firearm and functioning of your holster. 

4. USE INSTRUCTIONS

4.1 Holstering a Firearm into Your SERPA® Holster

WARNING!:

your firearm is not equipped with an external safety selector, do not attempt to holster with a cartridge in 
the chamber unless you are specifically trained by a qualified instructor in holstering, carrying and draw
ing firearms in this manner and have a need to carry in this manner. Never carry any gun with a round in 
the chamber or in a cocked position unless you are trained to do so and the gun is designed to be carried 
this way.
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When holstering:

attempt to holster a loaded firearm without looking at the holster unless proficient in this technique and
properly trained by a qualified instructor.

® Auto Lock™ catches the trigger guard. You will hear 

cause of the problem.

WARNING!:
trigger and cause an accidental discharge. Do not attempt to force your firearm at unnatural angles 
against the outside of your holster. Place your firearm directly into the holster, pay attention to what you 
are doing and practice holstering for proficiency before using under stress.

CAUTION!: Do not use SERPA®

as this will not properly secure the firearm. A firearm without a light can be placed into a Light Bearing 
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Holster in an emergency, but should not be relied upon for weapon retention. Light Bearing Holsters are only 

    NOTE: Do not attempt to holster a firearm backwards into a SERPA® holster. The front sight on certain 

4.2 Carrying a Firearm in Your SERPA® Holster

WARNING!:
certain physical activities. It is your responsibility to receive training in, follow and regularly practice 
proper weapon retention techniques and safety precautions at all times during use. Secure firearm in 
holster with your hand during physical activity such as jumping, crawling, falling, climbing, running or 

    the gun is designed to be carried this way

    cartridge in the chamber unless you are specifically trained by a qualified instructor in holstering, carrying 
    and drawing firearms in this manner and have a need to carry in this manner.

® holster is uniquely designed to allow for carrying a firearm with the slide locked back during 
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    you are in an active shooting exercise. 

WARNING!: The trigger on certain firearms is unavoidably accessible while seated in Light Bearing 

ing and pulling the trigger.

4.3 Drawing From Your SERPA® Holster
Before drawing, make sure the SERPA finger tray is free from dirt and other debris and that the holster is 
otherwise functioning properly. Proper firearms handling requires you to place your trigger finger on the frame 
of your firearm as the firearm comes out of the holster. The placement of the SERPA finger tray is specifically 

1. Establish a safe master grip on the weapon with your index finger extended straight along the frame of 
the firearm.

2. The flat of your index finger will naturally align onto the SERPA® finger tray. Keeping your finger straight, 
apply gentle pressure inward to disengage the SERPA Auto Lock™ and drag the flat of your finger across the 
SERPA finger tray as you draw the firearm.

WARNING!: Do not bend your index finger while depressing the SERPA® finger tray, push the SERPA 
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finger tray with excessive force, or place your finger on the trigger or in the trigger guard until you are ready 
to shoot. Placing your finger on the trigger too soon can cause an unintended discharge and result in property 

3.
above the trigger guard.  

    NOTE: The SERPA® Auto Lock™

    to disarm you. Thus attempting to pull up on your firearm before engaging the SERPA release will prevent 
    the SERPA Auto Lock from functioning. Simply release the upward pressure on the firearm to allow the 
    SERPA Auto Lock to function again. It is extremely important to regularly practice drawing from your SERPA 
    for proficiency.

4.4 Practice for Proficiency
Holsters should only be used by those who have received proper training in the safe handling of firearms. 

your SERPA® holster with an unloaded firearm.  
  

® holster until proficiency has been attained. Proficiency depends on the 
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strated ability to safely draw and holster a weapon quickly. Practice must include use under conditions of 
simulated stress and firearm retention techniques.  

® 
strongly recommends dry fire drills with an unloaded weapon as well as live fire exercises.

5. CARE INSTRUCTIONS

WARNING!:

care instructions.

5.1 Inspecting Your SERPA® Holster

and retention properties will diminish as the holster ages and is used. Therefore, you should test and inspect 

meet these criteria:  

Contact BLACKHAWK!® if you need additional parts.
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specified above.

5.2 Cleaning/Decontaminating Your SERPA® Holster
® holster with warm soapy water, rinse with fresh water and air dry.
®

® holster. 

5.3 Storing Your SERPA® Holster

WARNING!: This is a retention holster, not a storage device. This holster is not designed to keep 

guns locked and safely secured according to applicable local, state and federal laws.

Store your holster indoors at room temperature. Do not expose to excessive temperature, sunlight or humidity 
for extended periods of time. Improper storage can lead to premature degradation of holster performance.

Discover a comprehensive collection of holsters & belts on our website.

https://www.recreationid.com/holsters-belts.html

